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OKALUX GmbH rates its participation at the BAU 2015 as absolutely positive. With its successful 

presentation OKALUX could once again secure its position on the market place. The talks on our stand 

were very sophisticated, the contacts even more professional and international than in the previous 

years.

OKALUX exhibited its core competencies in the areas of daylight exploitation, energy efficiency and 

user comfort. Visitors experienced the OKALUX product first hand: walking through a glass 

construction consisting of various OKALUX panes gave the trade visitors an authentic impression of 

the functional and aesthetic possibilities. Visitors were especially interested in the new split modules. 

We can now combine different inserts in one single insulating pane without any intermediate bars. This 

offers architects an unprecedented freedom of design. For example, the installation of OKASOLAR in 

the upper area of the pane enables an optimal direction of daylight to the interior while the installation 

of OKALUX HPI in the parapet area optimizes the U-value and ensures privacy. The integrated system 

solutions reduce the construction to essentials and place the actual focus on an optimal exploitation of 

daylight.

The managers would like to thank the entire fair staff for their excellent work during this year's BAU.

We would like to emphasize the motivation and dedication of everyone involved as well as the 

accurate planning and preparation which made the fair run so smoothly and ensured an impeccable 

performance.

OKALUX at the Trade 

Fair BAU in Munich

Daylight Exploitation

Energy Efficiency

User Comfort
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„Nothing is so 

durable as the 

change!“
Heraklit of Ephesus

We are proud to announce today our new team members. 

Three new persons are reinforcing the sales team of OKALUX.

We are warmly welcoming:

Mrs. Ekaterina Frank, who is responsible for the business 

development of Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Ferenc Schweighardt, who is simultaneously taking care of the 

project sales within the region South Germany and is operating out of 

his home office.

Mr. Rainer Petrick, who supports the organization with his know-how as a technical project 

manager. 
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Transparent Research

OKAWOOD Functional Glass from OKALUX Engenders Optimal Working Atmosphere in the Doherty 

Institute for Infection and Immunity in Melbourne

The Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity – named for the Australian Nobel Laureate for Medicine, 

Professor Peter Doherty – is one of the newest high tech leading edge institutions in the fight against 

infectious diseases. The official opening of the new institute building, that unites a multitude of organisational

groups, facilities, and experts under one roof, took place on September 12, 2014. Designed by Grimshaw

and specialist laboratory architects Billard Leece Partnership the architecture of the Institute lives up to the 

cutting-edge purpose of the building itself. This is the first time that OKAWOOD functional glass from 

OKALUX has been used to this extent in Australia.

The transparency between the individual areas and the public space is represented by the façade. Although 

uncommon in a building for biomedical use, this transparency effectively reflects the spirit of the Institute and 

provides good penetration of natural light into the facility. In order to optimize the use of daylight, three 

façades of the building were fitted out with the OKAWOOD functional glass from OKALUX. Among these is 

the double shell curtain wall system on the northern side of the building – this is the side which faces the sun 

in Australia. A filigree timber grid in the cavity serves as an effective, direction-selective sun and glare 

protection. Variable spacing of the timber slabs allows light transmission and visual amenities to be perfectly 

suited to the requirements of the laboratory or offices behind them. Staff profit from good views to the 

outside with a comfortable daylight atmosphere in the interior. 

Current Reference

Object: 

Doherty Institute for Infection and 

Immunity, Melbourne/AUS

Architect: 

Grimshaw, Melbourne/AUS

with Billard Leece Partnership

Glass: 

OKAWOOD Timber Grid
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Medical research institutions are usually extremely resource-intensive buildings – both during construction 

and in operation. The Doherty Institute breaks new ground. With its approx. 25,500 square meters of floor 

space distributed over fourteen levels, this highly efficient building was planned to use 20% less electricity and 

produce 50% less greenhouse gas emissions than any comparable facility. These savings are made possible 

by a combination of ‘active’ and ‘passive’, technical and design strategies. Part of the concept is, among 

others, cogeneration, rainwater harvesting, the incorporation of a greywater treatment garden on the roof, 

high-performance glazing, and the use of timber inserts with variable spacing in the cavities. This ground-

breaking overall solution was awarded a 5 Star Green Star design rating.

The performance of the system is not limited to functionality. With its natural aesthetics, OKAWOOD blends 

into the sophisticated overall concept of the Insitute in perfect harmony. The rounded façade corners 

presented a special challenge. A new product variant with bent timber grids was expressly developed for this 

special installation to ensure a consistent design of the building shell. The inserts of FSC certified birch wood 

support the sustainable planning of the building. The protected installation in the cavities makes the system 

maintenance-free and very long-lasting. All of these aspects additionally enhance the overall performance of 

the building and have not only culminated in the award of the “Green Star” rating but also the Australian 

Timber Design Award 2014 in the category of timber panels and the Geoffrey Sanderson Trophy for Best and 

Most Distinctive Use of Engineered Wood Products.
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